U.S. Dog Bite Fatalities
Examining Death Rates Over 4 Periods
1989 to 2019
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U.S. Dog Bite Fatalities - Total Dog Bite Deaths and
Death Rates Over 4 Periods (1989 to 2019)

Year  Total deaths Pit Bull Deaths 1 Dog Deaths 2 Dog Deaths > 3 Dog Deaths US Population

1989-1994 109 24 62 18 5 1528884516
2005-2009 150 86 80 42 28 1505993213
2010-2014 179 120 102 38 39 1568656480
2015-2019 192 140 95 42 55 1624368093

Total 2005-2019 521 346 277 122 122 4699017786

Death Rate per 100 million population

Year  Total Deaths Pit Bull Deaths 1 Dog Deaths 2 Dog Deaths > 3 Dog Deaths US Population

1989-1994 7.13 1.57 4.06 1.18 0.33 1528884516
2005-2009 9.96 5.71 5.31 2.79 1.86 1505993213
2010-2014 11.41 7.65 6.50 2.42 2.49 1568656480
2015-2019 11.82 8.62 5.85 2.59 3.39 1624368093
Crude Rate

2005-2019 11.09 7.36 5.89 2.60 2.60 4699017786

Increase since
1989-1994 66% 449% 44% 120% 935%

Increase since
2005-2009 19% 51% 10% -7% 82%

Death Rates: Total Deaths, Pit Bull Deaths and
= 3 Dogs Involved Over 4 Periods (1989-2019)
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B Total Death Rate = Pit Bull Death Rate > 3 Dogs Death Rate

The 1989-1994 data is drawn from: Sacks JJ, Lockwood R, Hornreich J, Sattin RW, Fatal Dog Attacks, 1989-1994, Pediatrics, 1996. Of the
109 total deaths, information about the number of dogs involved was only known for 85 deaths, 78%, in the study.

DogsBite.org - Some dogs don't let go 7/14/20



